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President’s Message

Spring has sprung and once again it’s election time. It’s
very important to make sure you come out and
nominate the people that you want to represent this
Branch on April 5th. It is important to nominate those
that you believe will carry the Branch forward and to
keep the Branch running. More importantly, May 3rd is
the ELECTION MEETING, this meeting starts at 7:30
pm. We are looking for new members with fresh ideas.
Please come out and exercise your right as a member to
participate and vote for those that you believe are up to
the challenge for the next two years. Talk to those who
will be running to represent your interests in the
Branch, tell them what you believe will make the
difference in getting the Branch moving forward in a
positive way.
You may have noticed that the Branch has been
holding Special Functions in the past year, this is
needed to raise much needed revenue to keep the
Branch afloat. If you have been participating thank
you. We need the members and their guests to come
out and support the Branch. If you come out and not
been satisfied let us know what was wrong, or if you
have not come out tell us what you would enjoy having
at the Branch that would be enjoyable for your guests
and yourself.
The Branch has been through a bit of a rough patch
lately and many have volunteered your time and
stepped up to help the Branch out. A big THANK
YOU to Kenny Erwin, Rick Groome, Charlie Silson
and Gary Gale. A big thanks to Jeff Paulin our
Building Chairman and Jean Whynot the Bar Manager,
they seemed to be always filling in the gaps and
making sure the Branch was ready for our patrons,
renters and guests and the bar was staffed at all times
with the help of volunteers Jim LeRoy and George
Small. The volunteers that give what they can are the
back bone of the Branch and they deserve our thanks
for what they contribute to this Branch. Joyce and
Bernie for keeping the Branch decorated for the
different events and holidays. Karen and Nicole
Boudreault, Linda and Fred Green, Bill Topham and
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the many others that help out at the meat spin and other
various functions. Saturday night entertainment, thanks
to Tom Bragan and his gang of helpers and again
Wayne and Bill Topham for the Sunday Funday
volunteers.
Please EVERYONE come out for the nominations and
the elections, it is important that you make the choice
and elect the representatives of this Branch for the next
two years. It is equally important for you and your
guests to come out and support your Branch. If you can
find the time, we can find the time, we can always use
volunteers and fresh ideas
John Dufort
President
FEBRUARY 2017-MARCH 2017
``IN MEMORIUM
ORDINARY MEMBERS
“At the going down of the sun
and in the in the morning, we will remember them.”
DOROTHEO
Gene (Efigene)
Philippine Guerilla working for the U.S. Army
Service # 014888
Joined Branch 11, August 1987
Gene Dorotheo: Many will remember Gene as the
member who came out for many to our Remembrance
parade/service to lay a wreath on behalf of the
American Legion, Post 21. His wife Anita is still living
at Tony Stacy Center and belongs to our Ladies
Auxiliary. He has not been in the past few years as he
was caring for Anita but he was very active in the
Branch and Post 21 when he was younger. He always
had a smile on his face and was pleasant to engage in
conversation with.
I must apologize to one of our Veterans as I incorrectly
used his service number as a reference to Myer Goobie
in the last newsletter. One of the documents I was
given showed this number but Myer’s number was
actually G32034 & 39393 as he was in two different
services. My Veteran knows who he is and I’m very
sorry for this confusion.
Cathy Cole
Membership Chair
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Just a note of welcome from Branch 11 to the new
members who recently joined or transferred to our
Branch:
Charlotte Kerr
Asif Somji
WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS and we hope
that you will continue to support the Branch that you
chose to join.
Cathy Cole
Membership chair
ST.JOHN’S NORWAY PARADE
The parade will be the first Sunday in June, June 4th
2017. Form up is at the usual place, Norway school on
Kingston Rd. just east of Woodbine Ave. at 1:00 pm
with march off at 1:30 to the service that takes place in
the cemetery at 2:00 pm. Final details will be posted in
the Branch at a later date.
We would like to see as many marchers or spectators
as possible out to support this important Remembrance
parade and service. Branch 11, OUR OWN
FRIENDLY BRANCH, will be open after the parade
for food and refreshments. Come out and enjoy.
2017 ELECTIONS
Please make sure you mark your calendar with the
dates for the nominations and election meetings.
Nominations: Wednesday April 5th 8:00 pm
Elections: May 3rd. 7:30 pm.
NOMINATIONS: Wednesday April 5th, 8:00 pm
Nominations can be made for the positions of
President, 1st and 2nd Vice Presidents, Secretary,
Treasurer, 6 Executive committee members and
Sergeant-at-Arms. If you want to be on next years’
Executive, you must be at the nomination meeting to
accept your nomination or give a letter to either the
President or Secretary stating your intentions.
All Life, Ordinary, Associate and Affiliate Voting
members in good standing shall be eligible to be
elected to any office providing they have the following
requirements.
1) To be eligible for election as President, 1st or
2nd Vice Presidents you must have completed
one full term on the Executive Committee or
served on a council at a higher level of the
Legion.
2) To be eligible for the election to the Branch
Executive or a sergeant-at-Arms, you shall have
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been a member of the Branch for at least one
year immediately prior to the elections and have
attended at least eleven (11) General Meetings
in the proceeding term, from June to April.
Due to the Branch regulations now in effect, after the
elections but before the May Executive Meeting, all
chairmen will be appointed by the President BUT all
appointments need to be approved by the Executive
Committee members and then by the general Body at
the June General Meeting before the appointments are
official.
ELECTIONS: Wednesday May 3rd, 7:30 pm Note
earlier time.
To be eligible to vote you will be required to show
your 2017 membership card to the Sgt-at Arms at the
door. Please make sure you bring your 2017 card
with you. We would like to see a number of new
members to our Branch come out and exercise their
right to participate in the election process. All members
are urged to attend this important meeting to elect your
Executive for the next term which is for two (2) years;
you are the people that elect-create the Executive.
Many members of the Branch have a lot to say in the
clubroom about the abilities of the Executives that get
elected but if you don`t exercise your right to vote for
YOUR Executive, it really isn’t fair for them to keep
getting criticized. Please come out and vote.
Ways & Means

Hello Folks,
Well winter is just about over.
Entertainers for Sunday Fundays are un-known for
both April and May at this time. Watch the blackboard
in the clubroom for more details.
Bill Topham
Ways & Means Chair
Veterans Service
The upcoming Branch elections will serve to end my
second term as Veterans service Officer. It will be up
to the incoming President to determine whom is
appointed to this role as John Dufort did when he asked
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me to do so three years ago. Should I be in a position to
and am asked I will give serious consideration to
serving another term.
I consider this one of the most important and
challenging roles within the Branch as I’m sure others
who have held in the past will agree. It is not a high
profile position such as sports or entertainment as
much of the work is behind the scenes and is private to
respect the confidentiality of those who ask for help.
However it was one of the reasons the Royal Canadian
Legion was formed and remains a cornerstone of our
existence.
I was asked to take on the role because of my
experience working in Social Work for the City,
something I have done now for in excess of twentyeight years. It made sense and I was able to draw on the
skills and training from that and apply it to an extent to
this volunteer role and expand it somewhat.
I was recently talking to a VAC worker trying to help
out a Veteran, and she noted she was given my number
by Provincial Command as someone who could
probably help with her somewhat out of the ordinary
request. Apparently it was a compliment and I’ll take it
but I have to share it with the rest of the Branch.
What lets me be “good” at this job is the support from
the rest of the Branch and their attitude. The other
members of the Executive who covered when I had to
miss a meeting or an event as it was the only time
available to see someone and get the information I
needed from them. More important the members who
went out of their way to make some of the Veterans
coming to seek help feel welcome and safe in the
Branch as it should be.
Often I have a veteran agree to meet me at the Branch
to start on the paperwork and while waiting for me to
get there some other member of the Branch would have
introduced themselves and got them a coffee, kept
them engaged until I got there. Some of these at the
time vulnerable veterans mentioned this to me after the
fact and a couple have even shown their appreciation
by joining the Legion.
As the Veteran Service Officer and as a Veteran myself
would like to thank everyone for that.
Yours in Comradeship
R. James Smith CD
Veterans Service Officer
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Sgt-at-Arms
Hello all.
I’m putting out a call for volunteers to be a standing
pool of colour party members. So far I have enough
volunteers that if I scramble I can usually put together
a colour party for each of our regularly scheduled
parades and functions.
I would like to do more. I’d like to be able to have a
colour party for every General meeting. I’d like to have
a pool of flag bearers I can call on if a colour party is
suddenly needed for, for example, a funeral. I’d like
our drill to actually impress our veteran members.
To do that I need more members than I have. I need
them willingly to come out for a practice about once a
month and available for at least some of our parades
and meetings. It doesn’t have to be all. If I can get
enough people we can spread the load.
Would you like to help out? If so please contact me.
My contact is as follows.
Papagolfwhiskey@gmail.com or 416-707-0666
Joy White
Sgt-at-Arms
Building

Parking. We have a parking agreement with the
construction workers behind us to park thirty cars, the
agreement is from 6:00 am to 4:00 pm. (Monday to
Friday). They have been asked to park along the
perimeter of the parking lot and leave the core parking
near the club entrance for those Branch members and
guests who use the Branch at these times. I do
apologize for the inconvenience, but we need the
money. Thank you for your understanding.
BRANCH 11 PROPERTY CLEANUP DAY. Please
join Caroline and I for some fun in the spring sun and
help us clean up the property. A bit of spring cleaning.
Many hands make lighter work. 10:00 am Saturday
May 6th. Rain date May 27th. See you there.
Jeff Paulin
Building Chair
Youth Education
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Remembrance Contest – first from Zone – of the 9
first place entries that progressed to Zone Level, Br. 11
had 5 winners: 2 junior entries placed 1st, 1
intermediate placed 1st, 1 junior placed 3rd and 1
intermediate placed 3rd. As we didn’t have an Awards
Luncheon this year we attended the respective schools
and presented the awards at their assemblies. Results
from District & Provincial – District Junior B&W
Poster – 2nd place Nirvachita Rahman – Colour Poster
1st place Nirvachita Rahman; Intermediate – Poem 2nd
place Raisa Lara; Provincial Junior Colour Poster – 2nd
place Nirvachita Rahman;
As District was too late to invite the students to receive
their awards on April 2nd, it was decided that District D
& Zone D3 Commanders will attend each school which
happens all winners are from Zone D3 schools and will
present the awards at a date and time to be coordinated
with the schools and the Commanders.
Public Speaking Contest – of the 3 that went on to
Zone level just the Junior Student placed 3rd, while the
primary and intermediate didn`t place they each
received a Certificate for their efforts. They all did very
well but it was a tough Competition competing against
some very seasoned students who have competed
before and really know the ``ropes``.
June M. Smith
Acting Youth Education Chair
Poppy

Branch elections will soon be upon us and that signals
the end of my term as Branch Poppy Chair. It has been
both a challenge and rewarding two years.
Challenging as in the last year we saw the area we are
responsible for doubling in size, while at the same time
the pool for volunteers for the Poppy Campaign,
especially taggers continue to shrink.
Despite this we as a Branch managed to move from
success to success, and that was the rewarding part. We
doubled the number of counter boxes out in the
community and with that our presence both as a Branch
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and the RCL as a whole, including returning to some
parts of the city that have not seen a Poppy campaign
in decades.
We also doubled the number of schools we serviced.
That will pay dividends in maintaining and increasing
our various Youth Education programs as more
students and their teachers and parents become aware
of them and wish to participate.
We sent taggers into places we have never been before,
including Toronto Maple Leafs and Raptors games at
the Air Canada Centre. In each year we increased the
donations received from the year before, even
surpassing the $50,000.00 mark last year, and for the
first time in a long time we had in excess of
$100,000.00in our Poppy Trust Fund.
That allowed us to increase the donations to our Cadets
to show our appreciation for the hard work and support
they have given us both during Poppy season and
throughout the year. Bursary and Youth Education
programs will continue to benefit as well.
The bulk of the funds however are always earmarked
for our Veterans and their families who may need
them. Some indirectly through Branch donations to the
Tony Stacy Centre, Sunnybrook, Finchurst, and the Joe
Sweeney Leave the Streets Behind Fund and the RCEL
among others.
The remainder is there in case needed to directly to
support Veterans and their survivors who may need
some financial assistance. It is a comfort to know that
should it be needed, it is there and that is because of all
your hard work. I was just privileged to be the person
chairing that effort.
In that respect I had a steep learning curve as does any
incoming Poppy Chair, but was fortunate to have an
excellent mentor, Mr. Poppy himself, Joe Cromwell.
Joe taught me all I needed to know about the Poppy
Trust, but also more than a bit about the Legion and the
Branch and for that I’m always thankful.
It will be up to the results of the elections to determine
who will take over as Poppy Chair June 1st, and
whoever it is I wish them well, and if asked will offer
any help that I can.
Yours in comradeship.
R. James Smith CD
Poppy Chair
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In parts of Alaska, it’s illegal to feed alcohol to a
moose and you’re subject to fines and/or imprisonment
for making ugly faces at dogs in Oklahoma.
It’s illegal in Alabama to wear a fake mustache that
causes laughter in church.
=======================================
Hitler was voted Time magazines ‘man of the Year’ in
1938.
Sick

Women’s shelter. Last week we took a big load to the
Fire Hall on Main St.
Thank you.
A special thanks to Karen and Nicole Beaudreault for
the six boxes. Thanks to Neil and Amber for their help.
Yours in comradeship.
Joyce Haden
Sick Chair.
A cosmic year is the amount of time it takes the sun to
revolve around the center of the Milky Way, about 225
million years.
Clubroom Entertainment

Hello Comrades,
Caron Carter went into Toronto General for some
minor surgery and a problem occurred. Caron had a
nerve block in her leg and was transferred to Toronto
Rehab. She has been there about a month. Her son
Carlos is going to keep me informed.
The last time I saw Joe Lake he was fine. I haven’t
been able to see him lately as his unit is in lock down
due to a virus. Gwen will tell me when the lock down
is lifted.
Vera Comber is about the same, holding her own.
Sandy Venman is still recuperating from her operation,
hopefully she will be back soon.
Rose Mooney has had a terrible time lately. Rose is in
a lot of pain and she had to go to hospital because her
sugar count was high but the ambulance lost some of
her possessions on route.
Bill King is taking it one day at a time. He has a full
time job looking after Mary. Thank God for daughters.
Marg Hook was taken by ambulance from Eglinton
Square and was only in the hospital a few hours. She
thinks its stress related. Marg was at Seniors on
Tuesday and looks well.
Doris Goobie is doing great and her leg is healing.
Doris will be in touch with our Veterans officer when
she is ready to have a service for Myer.
It was great to see Joan Gray at the St. Patrick’s Ulster
Band dinner and dance.
Bill Topham had minor surgery and is okay.
Branch 11 is collecting food for the Food Bank and we
are doing very well. The first drop off was to a
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Saturday nights entertainment is doing quite well, the
music and dancing is great. Come out and enjoy the
evening.
Check the calendar at the back of the newsletter for the
entertainment lineup.
Tom Bragan
Clubroom Entertainment Chair
Special Functions

Well we celebrated Day on two separate occasions, the
first on Sunday February 12th with our own music man
“Ken Erwin” (thank you for your time & tunes, both
were much appreciated.) Chili was donated by Joyce
Haden, Irish stew by Doug Smith, and truffle for desert
by Sandra Durham. Thank you all for your
contributions as it helped to raise funds for the Branch,
we asked for two dollar donation for the food. A big
THANK YOU to George Small for volunteering his
time to keep the whistles wet. Let us not forget our
special guest appearances by the talented Irish Dancers.
Their dancing was such a pleasure to watch, thank you.
Our second celebration was held on Friday February
17th (actual St. Patrick’s Day). We were entertained by
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The Jammers with lots of Irish tunes and more. I would
like to again, thank them all so much for their
wonderful tunes and talent. The Ladies Auxiliary
donated stew, pulled pork and Kaisers, Kevin Wong
donated cookies for dessert and this helped to raise
funds by a $2.00 donation for food. Help from Nicole
Boudreault, Cindy LeRoy and Debbie Kirkland was
very appreciative as this made our evening run
smoother. A big thank you to Vi Kelly, Susan Squires,
Helen and George Small, Cindy and Jim LeRoy, Nancy
McKnight and the Branch for their donations to our
draw prizes. Thanks to Nancy and Sandra for the
specialty Irish drinks. A fantastic time was had by all.
Cheers!
I will keep you posted on our upcoming events,
Karen Boudreault
Special Functions Chair
Legion Week
While Legion Week is still a few months away (3rd
week in September), we have been very, very, very
busy working on inventorying all the wonderful
memorabilia we have. At this time I would like to ask
for volunteers to step forward to help out during that
week. We need volunteers throughout the day and
evening. Please contact me at 416-439-5114 or leave
your name and number at the Branch 416-699-1353
and I will call you.
June M. Smith
Legion Week Chair
Over 60 Club
Dear comrades,
The club is doing quite well and our membership is
thirty.
A number of members have paid their membership
dues of $20.00. So those members who have not paid
can pay at the upcoming meeting on April 4th.
A big hand for Jean Whynot for the bus trips she
arranges for the club and the 50/50 draw.
I would be remiss if I didn’t mention June Smith for
the joke list she reads on the bus trips to the casino.
Meeting dates are: April 4 and 18. May 2, 16, and 30.
Tom Bragan
Over 60 Club Chair
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Ladies Auxiliary

Spring is here and the flowers will be blooming very
soon. That means our elections are too. Make sure you
come out to our General Meeting on Wednesday April
12th for our Ladies Auxiliary elections. The meeting
starts at 7:30 pm.
We are participating in the 100th anniversary of Vimy
Ridge on Sunday, April 9th. The parade forms up at
East York Collegiate at 1:00 pm and march off at 1:30
to the East York Civic Center. Please come out and
march, if you are not able to march you can fall into the
parade at the Civic Center. Branch 10 is the host
Branch for this occasion.
May 27th will be our Bingo Social at Sunnybrook for
the Veterans. We leave the Branch for Sunnybrook at
12:45, the Ulster Band is the entertainment and we
serve sandwiches and sweets. If you are available and
would like to help please let me know and mark this
date on your calendar.
June 4th is our St. John’s Norway parade, form up at
Norway School at 1:00 pm and march off at 1:30 to the
cemetery for the 2:00 pm service. Please come out and
march, if you cannot march you can fall in at the
cemetery. We have grilled cheese back at the Branch
afterwards so if you can help out with that it would be
appreciated. We can co-ordinate at a later date but
mark this on your calendar also.
Sunday May 4th is our Ladies Auxiliary Zone
Convention, it is being held at our Branch. Registration
is 12:00 to 12:45 and the meeting will start at 1:00 pm.
Please try to attend as we are hosting and it would be
nice to have a good turnout.
I would like to congratulate the team (my team) who
placed second at District cribbage and are going on to
Provincial Cribbage in Sault St. Marie on June 3rd. The
rest of the team is Debbie Strickland, Cindy LeRoy and
Lis-Horley-McLeod. Northward we are bound
hopefully to return with a medal around our neck.
Our Birthday is Sunday June 25th. This also when we
hand out our honours and awards so if you know of
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anyone that you would like recommend for an award
please ask me for a form. Please try and get these back
to me by the end of May.
Wishing everyone a Happy Easter and I hope the
Easter Bunny is good to you.
Yours in comradeship
Nancy McKnight
L.A. President

100 Years ago the Battle of Vimy Ridge ran from April
9th – 12th, 1917. On Sunday April 9th, 2017 a Vimy
Remembrance and Celebration Service will be held at
the East York Civic Centre. If you can march, form up
is at 1:00 p.m. East York Collegiate, march off at 1:30
p.m. with service at the Civic Centre at approximately
2:00 p.m. and a reception after at Branch 10 with both
Branches 10 & 11 hosting the food. Please come out
and support this very important part of Canadian
History.

God calls up the Pope. “I’ve got some good news and
some bad news,” God says. “I’ve decided that there
should be one church and one religion. No more
confusion.”
The Pope says, “That’s wonderful.”
God says, “The bad news is I’m calling from Mecca.”
A Toronto man and a Montreal man have just finished
using the men’s room and the Montreal man stops to
wash his hands.
He says, “In Montreal we are brought up to wash our
hands after we pee.”
The Toronto man says, “In Toronto we are brought up
not to pee on our hands.”
Why can’t a Coboconker dial 911.
He can’t find the eleven.
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The blonde looked at a women who was wearing a
name tag and she said.
“Debbie, that’s cute, what did you name the other
one?”
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